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312 Book Ke views 

Der illustrierte lateinische Aesop in der Handschrift des 
Ademar. Einleitung und Beschreibung von Dr. Georg 
Thiele. Leiden: Sizthoff, 1905. Pp. 68. 

The Codex Vossianus 8° 15, now found in the Leyden University 
library, contains in its last folios (195-205) a collection of fables generally 
cited under the title of Anonymus Ademari. These were first published 
by Nilant in 1709 and have hitherto been regarded as representing a 
tradition of Aesop's fables, connected neither with Phaedrus nor the 
Romulus collection. Dr. Thiele, already known through his work De 
antiquorum libris pictis, presents a new text of these fables and 
discusses in considerable detail their relation to Phaedrus and Romulus. 
The sixty-seven fables of the text are divided into two groups. The 
twenty-nine fables of the first group seem to show a close connection 
with Phaedrus and are sometimes known as the "prose-Phaedrus;" in 
Thiele's view, however, they are not a paraphrase of Phaedrus, as Zander 
has recently assumed, but are the result of an interpolation of Romulus 
through a prose version of Phaedrus. In the second group are thirty- 
eight fables, of which all but seven are found in other Romulus collec- 
tions. These are discussed from the point of view of the position of the 
" moral," legal phrases employed, the Latinity, and the characteristics of 
the illustrations which accompany the text. Of this last topic Thiele 
speaks with especial confidence, and his treatment is full and instructive, 
particularly in the parallels drawn from the illustrations in the manu- 
scripts of other Latin authors. A few additions might be made to his 
discussion of the Latinity: e.g., quanti = quot is as early as Tertullian. 
The conclusion reached is that the Romulus fables of Ademar represent 
a text-recension, not so far removed as has been supposed from the other 
Romulus collections, not necessarily of a better tradition, but important 
mainly as giving an addition to the Romulus fables already known. 

The last folios (203-5) contain also, in addition to a few riddles, a 
number of mathematical problems with their solutions. Some of these 
are particularly interesting and arouse our admiration for the genius of 
the mathematician who first worked them out by the use of the cumber- 
some Roman numerals. 

Thiele constantly refers to the earlier literature on the subject; it 
might have been desirable, however, for the benefit of the classical 
scholar not familiar with this particular field, to give in some cases in a 
fuller form the titles of books cited. Those interested in the history of 
the transmission of fables from the classical period to later times will 
welcome Thiele's announcement of his intention soon to issue an edition 

of the Romulus collections. 
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